
WHAT SMALLER AUTHORITIES NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE PERIOD DURING
WHICH ELECTORS AND INTERESTED PERSONS MAY EXERCISE RIGHTS RELATING TO
THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015
require that:

1) The accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds,
contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be
made available for inspection by any person interested, during a period of 30 working days
set by the smaller authority and including the first 10 working days of July.

2) The period referred to in paragraph (1) starts with the day on which the period for the
exercise of public rights is treated as having been commenced i.e. the day following the day
on which all of the obligations in paragraph (3) below have been fulfilled.

3) The responsible financial officer for a relevant authority must, on behalf of that authority,
publish (which must include publication on the authority’s website):
a) the Accounting Statements (i.e. Section 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant, of

the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR)), accompanied by:
i) a declaration, signed by that officer to the effect that the status of the Accounting

Statements are unaudited and that the Accounting Statements as published may be
subject to change;

ii) the Annual Governance Statement (i.e. Section 1 of either Form 2 or Form 3,
whichever is relevant, of the AGAR); and

b) a statement that sets out—
i) the period for the exercise of public rights;
ii) details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect the

accounting records and other documents;
iii) the name and address of the local auditor;
iv) the provisions contained in section 26 (inspection of documents etc.) and section 27

(right to make objections at audit) of the Act, as they have effect in relation to the
authority in question;

HOW DO YOU DO IT?

1) You will meet statutory requirements if you fully and accurately complete the notice of public
rights pro forma in this document, and

2) Publish (including publication on the smaller authority’s website) the following
documents, the day before the public rights period commences:
a) the approved Sections 1 and 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant to your

smaller authority, of the AGAR; and
b) the completed Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance

& Accountability Return. Please note that we have pre-completed it with the following
suggested dates: Monday 3 June – Friday 12 July 2024. (The latest possible dates that
comply with the statutory requirements are Monday 1 July –Friday 9 August 2024); and

c) the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your
rights).

BOLTON LE SANDS PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made


ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement - 19.06.2024

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed
by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result
of that review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial year to
which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2024,
these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Mrs K C Bennett, Parish Clerk, 85 Sea View Drive Hest Bank Lancaster LA2 6BX. blspc@hotmail.co.uk

commencing on (c) __Thursday 20 June 2024 _______________________

and ending on (d) ___Wednesday 31 July 2024 ________________________

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

● The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

● The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either
make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above dates
only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the Local
Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-l.com)
5. This announcement is made by Mrs K C Bennett RF

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to
smaller authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act.
The Act and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and
rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being
audited.

mailto:sba@pkf-l.com
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made


As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and
related documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights
through their council tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records.
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts,
or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to
the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is
meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released
to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of
inspection during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be
1-12 July 2024 for 2023/24 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the
exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect
the accounting records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant
legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting
records that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the
external auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item



in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions.
To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now
you may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or
there are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government
elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or
why you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external
auditor with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending
does not make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you
want to make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy
to the smaller authority. The notice must include:

● confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;
● why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
● details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
● details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external
auditor to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the
auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if
they think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal
to the courts against an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of
account is unlawful, you will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights
and the special powers of auditors, copies of
the publication Local authority accounts: A
guide to your rights are available from the NAO
website.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf


Section'f - Annual Governance Statemefi 2A23124

We acknowledge as the rnemhers of:

Sc L-Tcrr; LC *-. --*<*l:17; s t'')a-4':- 1.5'rl Ec::*ir-' a:l iL*
our re$pon$ibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internai control, including arrailgemsnts for
the preparation of the Accounting Staternents. We confirm, to the best of sur knowledge and belief, with
respect ta the Accounting $taternents for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

*Please provide explanations to ttre external auditcr sn a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authorlty will address the weaknesses idsntified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Slaleffiefit was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

/ :)'. c-G-, z Ll-
and recorded as minr-ite reference.

$igned by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk
.7-/ 

/--:t1*

'1. \l/e have put in place arrangements for effeclive financial
management ciuring the year, anci for the prepai"ation oi
the accounting slatements.

prepared its accaufiting sfalsrneflfs in a*cardance
with ttte Accaunts and f;utlit Recl,lailors.

2. Vr'e maintained an adequate system of interna! contiol
including measures designeC to prevent and detect frauci
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arraflge&'ieris and accepted responsibiiity
for safeguarding lhe putslit rnoney anc/ rescurces rr;

lfs charge,

3. We took ai! reasor-rable ste$$ to assure ourselves
that thei"e are nc matl*r$ of actrlai or potentiGl
non-corapiiance v.,ilh lalvs. regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a signifieant financial effect
on the ability of this authnriq' to cond,":ct its
irusines; or manage its finar:ces.

has only dane what it has the lega! power ta rJa and itas
complied with Praper Pra{}tices in dalrig so.

4" \&e proviCed proper oppadu!-iity <juring the year for
the exercise of elector$' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and AuCit Fegulations.

ciuring ttte year gave all perscns intereste(l the oppt)ftuniti- ta
inspecf arid ask quesliols *i;clf tl:is authority's ffcc.;#nfs.

5. Vle carried out an asses$ment ot the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage thr:se
risks, lnclurJing the introduction af internai conir*ls andlor
external insurance cover where required.

corsidered and dacumented fl-te financial ar,,d other risks ii
{aces and daalt with them y:raperly.

S. VVe maintained throughoui ihe year an adequate and
efrective system cf internal audit of the accounting
records and contrci systems.

arranged far a campetent pcrs*n, tndeperdefil of the financial
corlrols and procedares. la giv* a!1 cbjective vi*w an whethir
internal cantrcis meat the neegs of this smaller authorilv.

7, We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and *xlernai audit.

responoed ta natters brought ie ;ls aflenfio,'r by internal and
external audit.

S" We considered whelher arry litigatian, iiabilities or
commitments, events or tran$acticns, occutring either
durinE r:r after the year-enci, have a flnancial impact on
this authoi'ily and. where appropriale, have ir-rcluded lhem
in lhe accounting $tatenlents.

tJlsclosed evetlhlng it should lsave eboul its busrness aetlvriiy
during the year including evefits takifig place after the y*ar
end if reievant.

f . iFor loeal ceunclls on!y) 
-lrust funds including

charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we d;sch6rged oilr accountability
ressonsibilities for lhe fund($)/assets, inclurling
financial repcrting and, if required, indepencient
exarninatian or audit.

h6s rne, all of tts responsi5llilres where. as a bady
cotparate. lf ,s a sole nanaging tustee af a locai
arrst Gr lrusfs.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 3
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023124tar

tr" Balances brought
fori,rrard

Tatai fsalances and reseiyes at th* beginning af the year
as recorded in the {inantial records. Value ;nusi ag;rre e fo
Bax 7 cf pre'tious year.

?. (+) Precept or Rates *nd
Levies

Tatal affialnl oiprec*pi ior for lDEs rafes anc, leyissJ
receiyed o,'recelyabl* in the year. Exclude anv grarlts
recelverl.

3. (+) Total olher receipts Tata! income or receipfs as rccorded in the cashbaok less
tl:o precept ar ratesileviss r*ceived (line 2) lnclude any
grants receiveri.

.1^ (-) Staff cost$ Total expenditure ar payffients marle ta and on behalf
of atl emplrsyees" tnclude grass salaries and wages.
e*tployers tl I cantri butians. eiriployers penslon
cantributions. Eratuities and s*verance paynents.

5 (-) Loan interesucapital
repayrfients

Tota! expendilure or payments af capital and lnterest
made dtLrinE the year on the autharity's b*rrowings {if any)

6. (-)All other payments Tatal expenditure ar paymenis as recr)rded in the cash-
book less slaff cosls gine 4) end lcan interest/capital
repaymenls iline 5).

7. (=) Ba!ances carried
forward

Tstal balances and resenres at the encl af lhe year. llust
equal {1+2+3} - (4+5+6)

S. Totai value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all current and Ceposlt bank accaunts, cash
haldings and short fern? lnyesrilents heid as af 3l lvlarch -
Ta agree with bank reconciliatisn.

9. Totat fixeC assets pius
long terrn investments
and assets

The value s{ all the prcperty the autharity o,rns - it is made
up of all fs ixed assefs and lang term investments as ai
31 hlarch

10. Total borrowings The autstanding capital balance as al 37 h4areh of all ioans
fram third parties {inctuding PWLS}

11a, Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitabie)

The Council, as a bady ccrparate. acfs as sole truslee and
js responslb/e fe;r managing Trust funds or assels.

11b. Dlsclosure noie re Trust funds
{inc! uding charitable)

Ihe ilgures in th* accaunfing $laaerre/]ls aboye
exclude any Trust lransaclions.

I cedify thal for the year ended 31 lt4arch 2024 the Accr:unting
Statenrents in this Annuai Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on eiiher a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance end Accauntabi!ity for $maller Authorities * a
Praciitioners'Guide to Prcper Practices and present fairly
the {inancial position of this authority.

$igned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date i'l r- t'' l-{ r+

I confirn: thai these AccountinE Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

tf c"6 :)o)\
as recoi"cied in minute reference:

q 1l ;l\
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
$tatements were approved

t
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