
Section'f - Annual Governance Statemefi 2A23124

We acknowledge as the rnemhers of:

Sc L-Tcrr; LC *-. --*<*l:17; s t'')a-4':- 1.5'rl Ec::*ir-' a:l iL*
our re$pon$ibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internai control, including arrailgemsnts for
the preparation of the Accounting Staternents. We confirm, to the best of sur knowledge and belief, with
respect ta the Accounting $taternents for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

*Please provide explanations to ttre external auditcr sn a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authorlty will address the weaknesses idsntified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Slaleffiefit was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

/ :)'. c-G-, z Ll-
and recorded as minr-ite reference.

$igned by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk
.7-/ 

/--:t1*

'1. \l/e have put in place arrangements for effeclive financial
management ciuring the year, anci for the prepai"ation oi
the accounting slatements.

prepared its accaufiting sfalsrneflfs in a*cardance
with ttte Accaunts and f;utlit Recl,lailors.

2. Vr'e maintained an adequate system of interna! contiol
including measures designeC to prevent and detect frauci
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arraflge&'ieris and accepted responsibiiity
for safeguarding lhe putslit rnoney anc/ rescurces rr;

lfs charge,

3. We took ai! reasor-rable ste$$ to assure ourselves
that thei"e are nc matl*r$ of actrlai or potentiGl
non-corapiiance v.,ilh lalvs. regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a signifieant financial effect
on the ability of this authnriq' to cond,":ct its
irusines; or manage its finar:ces.

has only dane what it has the lega! power ta rJa and itas
complied with Praper Pra{}tices in dalrig so.

4" \&e proviCed proper oppadu!-iity <juring the year for
the exercise of elector$' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and AuCit Fegulations.

ciuring ttte year gave all perscns intereste(l the oppt)ftuniti- ta
inspecf arid ask quesliols *i;clf tl:is authority's ffcc.;#nfs.

5. Vle carried out an asses$ment ot the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage thr:se
risks, lnclurJing the introduction af internai conir*ls andlor
external insurance cover where required.

corsidered and dacumented fl-te financial ar,,d other risks ii
{aces and daalt with them y:raperly.

S. VVe maintained throughoui ihe year an adequate and
efrective system cf internal audit of the accounting
records and contrci systems.

arranged far a campetent pcrs*n, tndeperdefil of the financial
corlrols and procedares. la giv* a!1 cbjective vi*w an whethir
internal cantrcis meat the neegs of this smaller authorilv.

7, We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and *xlernai audit.

responoed ta natters brought ie ;ls aflenfio,'r by internal and
external audit.

S" We considered whelher arry litigatian, iiabilities or
commitments, events or tran$acticns, occutring either
durinE r:r after the year-enci, have a flnancial impact on
this authoi'ily and. where appropriale, have ir-rcluded lhem
in lhe accounting $tatenlents.

tJlsclosed evetlhlng it should lsave eboul its busrness aetlvriiy
during the year including evefits takifig place after the y*ar
end if reievant.

f . iFor loeal ceunclls on!y) 
-lrust funds including

charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we d;sch6rged oilr accountability
ressonsibilities for lhe fund($)/assets, inclurling
financial repcrting and, if required, indepencient
exarninatian or audit.

h6s rne, all of tts responsi5llilres where. as a bady
cotparate. lf ,s a sole nanaging tustee af a locai
arrst Gr lrusfs.
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023124tar

tr" Balances brought
fori,rrard

Tatai fsalances and reseiyes at th* beginning af the year
as recorded in the {inantial records. Value ;nusi ag;rre e fo
Bax 7 cf pre'tious year.

?. (+) Precept or Rates *nd
Levies

Tatal affialnl oiprec*pi ior for lDEs rafes anc, leyissJ
receiyed o,'recelyabl* in the year. Exclude anv grarlts
recelverl.

3. (+) Total olher receipts Tata! income or receipfs as rccorded in the cashbaok less
tl:o precept ar ratesileviss r*ceived (line 2) lnclude any
grants receiveri.

.1^ (-) Staff cost$ Total expenditure ar payffients marle ta and on behalf
of atl emplrsyees" tnclude grass salaries and wages.
e*tployers tl I cantri butians. eiriployers penslon
cantributions. Eratuities and s*verance paynents.

5 (-) Loan interesucapital
repayrfients

Tota! expendilure or payments af capital and lnterest
made dtLrinE the year on the autharity's b*rrowings {if any)

6. (-)All other payments Tatal expenditure ar paymenis as recr)rded in the cash-
book less slaff cosls gine 4) end lcan interest/capital
repaymenls iline 5).

7. (=) Ba!ances carried
forward

Tstal balances and resenres at the encl af lhe year. llust
equal {1+2+3} - (4+5+6)

S. Totai value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all current and Ceposlt bank accaunts, cash
haldings and short fern? lnyesrilents heid as af 3l lvlarch -
Ta agree with bank reconciliatisn.

9. Totat fixeC assets pius
long terrn investments
and assets

The value s{ all the prcperty the autharity o,rns - it is made
up of all fs ixed assefs and lang term investments as ai
31 hlarch

10. Total borrowings The autstanding capital balance as al 37 h4areh of all ioans
fram third parties {inctuding PWLS}

11a, Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitabie)

The Council, as a bady ccrparate. acfs as sole truslee and
js responslb/e fe;r managing Trust funds or assels.

11b. Dlsclosure noie re Trust funds
{inc! uding charitable)

Ihe ilgures in th* accaunfing $laaerre/]ls aboye
exclude any Trust lransaclions.

I cedify thal for the year ended 31 lt4arch 2024 the Accr:unting
Statenrents in this Annuai Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on eiiher a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance end Accauntabi!ity for $maller Authorities * a
Praciitioners'Guide to Prcper Practices and present fairly
the {inancial position of this authority.

$igned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date i'l r- t'' l-{ r+

I confirn: thai these AccountinE Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

tf c"6 :)o)\
as recoi"cied in minute reference:

q 1l ;l\
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
$tatements were approved

t
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Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24 

In respect of Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council - LA0026 
ow 

 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit 
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound 
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with 
Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and  
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24 

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2024.

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), 
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
 
The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year 
comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR.: 

• Information received from the smaller authority indicates that assets purchased during the year have not been included in Section 2, 

Box 9.  The current year figure should read £281,210. 

 
 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 

The Annual Internal Audit Report focuses on a series of internal control objectives covering an authority’s key financial and accounting systems 
and concludes whether, in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard 
adequate to meet the needs of the authority. We note that the internal auditor has not provided a conclusion on the following internal control 
objectives: A,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,K,L,M,N,O. 

 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 

16/09/2024 
 

Date 
 


