Traffic and Parking Safety
Issues - Site Visit Report

Main Road & Packet Lane, near Bolton-le-Sands Primary School

27th April 2025

Table of Contents

1. Overview

2. Lancashire County Council Highways Response to Site Visit

3. Outcomes from the Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) Request.

4. Letter from School Pupils

5. Next Steps

References




1. Overview

Following the site visit conducted on 27th February 2025 at Bolton-le-Sands Primary
School and surrounding areas (Main Road and Packet Lane), the Parish Council has
continued to progress actions to help improve traffic and pedestrian safety in the
village.

This April update provides an overview of recent developments, including Lancashire
County Council’s response to our Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) request,
our further correspondence with Highways representatives, and important feedback
received from pupils at the Primary School.
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2. Lancashire County Council Highways
Response to Site Visit

Lancashire County Council’s Highways Countywide Manager for Traffic and Road Safety
Engineering, provided a written summary following the site meeting. The key points
include:

Funding Requirements

No internal LCC budgets are available to fund improvement works at the Packet
Lane/Main Road junction or additional highway measures. Proposed works (e.g. a
kerbed footway) would require feasibility studies, design work, and external funding.

Alternative Funding Mechanisms:

Highways highlighted that in other Districts in Lancashire, similar highway improvement
schemes have been delivered through contributions collected under a Community_
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) n1. Highways indicated that, as far as they are aware, no
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) arrangement currently exists within Lancaster
District through the Local Planning Authority, and that alternative funding sources would
need to be explored by the school and councillors.

Other Considerations Discussed:
e Traffic management options such as a one-way system along Main Road, speed
humps, and bollards were discussed but discounted due to their potential
impacts on residents, accessibility, and pedestrian safety.

e Closure of the Parish Council owned private car park during peak times was
considered but was not supported at this time due to its shared community use.

e Park and Stride initiatives were acknowledged and the idea of incentivising
participation further was raised, although physical interventions such as
pavement markers were not supported by Highways.

In our response to Highways, we noted that the school is already doing as much as it
can to incentivise and promote Park and Stride. It works closely with the Highways Road
Safety (Education and Engagement) team and has implemented the ‘'WOW’ Walk to
School Challenge [25, awarding badges to pupils to encourage active travel.
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3. Outcomes from the Environmental
Information Regulations (EIR) Request

In January 2025, the Parish Council submitted an Environmental Information
Regulations (EIR) request to Lancashire County Council (LCC) regarding traffic and
parking concerns near Bolton-le-Sands Primary School. LCC subsequently released a
series of internal and external correspondences in response. The outcomes from the
EIR disclosure include:

Desktop Study Commissioned:

In early 2023, a desktop study was requested by LCC’s Road Safety Engineering
team regarding access issues at the school. However, no formal desktop study
findings have been provided or disclosed. A request for a formal update has been
sent to LCC Highways.

No Formal Road Safety Investigations Recorded:

Despite references in correspondence to 'investigations carried out' by traffic
officers, LCC confirmed there are no formal internal notes, site assessments, or
reports beyond the collision data held via the national Stats19 police database.

Site Safety Conclusions Based Solely on Collision Data:

The Council’s position on site safety has been based on a review of recorded
injury collisions (Stats19 data). No separate direct risk assessments, informal
observations, or detailed audits were carried out.

Parking Enforcement Activity:

Between September 2023 and March 2024, 19 enforcement visits were made by
Parking Services, resulting in 15 Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) issued for
double yellow line infringements. Following March 2024, five further visits took
place, resulting in three additional PCNs and warnings issued to drivers.

Education and Engagement Support:
LCC’s Road Safety Education team continued engagement with Bolton-le-Sands
Primary School during 2023-2024, including:

o Right Start Pedestrian Training for Key Stage 1 pupils
o Support for School Council road safety initiatives
o Advice on promoting Park and Stride schemes
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e Engineering Constraints Identified:
Internal correspondence acknowledged that the narrow road layouts and
absence of continuous footways present major design challenges.
Officers noted that further improvements would require significant feasibility
work and external funding. No active engineering design work has commenced.

The Parish Council has submitted an internal review request seeking clarification on:

e Evidence of 'investigations already carried out'.
e Missing documents referenced in emails which were not disclosed.
e Arequest for a complete index or summary of the documents disclosed.

Lancashire County Council responded on 8th April 2025 as follows:

e Investigations: No specific site assessments were undertaken. Conclusions were
based solely on Stats19 police collision data. No informal notes or internal
records exist beyond the disclosed communications.

e Missing Documents: The issue is being considered under the EIR internal review
process, which may take up to 40 working days.

e Index/Summary Request: Refused. The Council stated that producing an index or
summary would be an unreasonable use of resources, and that the information
disclosed is already accessible.

The Parish Council awaits the outcome of the internal review regarding missing
documents.
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4. Letter from School Pupils

On Thursday, 25th April, Councillor Robert Taylor received 24 letters written by Year 5
and 6 pupils at Bolton-le-Sands Primary School. The letters expressed concerns about
walking safely to school, specifically mentioning:

Vehicles parking illegally on double-yellow lines

Vehicles mounting pavements

Excessive vehicle speeds on Main Road and Packet Lane

Pollution caused by increased traffic and unnecessary engine idling

The Parish Council has offered to forward these letters to Lancashire County Council’'s
Highways team for consideration.

5. Next Steps

Awaiting Lancashire County Council’s response on the status and findings of the
2023 desktop study.

Continuing dialogue with Highways representatives regarding funding and
feasibility for possible improvements.

Raising awareness with Lancaster City Council about the Community
Infrastructure Levy, suggested by Highways. The 'levy' is a charge which can be
levied by local authorities on new development in their area.

Continuing collaboration with the school, local police, and the community to
promote safe access initiatives and monitor ongoing traffic concerns.

Encourage the public to report collisions and incidents to the Police, as this data
is the only measure used by Highways when allocating improvement funding.

Prepared by: Robert Taylor, Councillor, Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council, April 27th 2025

Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council Traffic and Parking Safety Issues

April 2025



References

[1] https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy

[2] https:/www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools/wow-the-walk-to-
school-challenge/

Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council Traffic and Parking Safety Issues
April 2025


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools/wow-the-walk-to-school-challenge/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools/wow-the-walk-to-school-challenge/

